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Chem Classes
Ipswich High School

High Street

Ipswich, MA 01938

Dear Classes (Students and Parents),
Welcome back.  I hope that your summer was all that you hoped it would be and that you are well rested and ready to begin the new school year.  These first couple of days back can be a hectic and confusing time and I would like to take the opportunity to share some thoughts with you so that we all start with the same understandings.

I have spent my previous career in the biotech and pharmaceutical industry making new therapeutic drugs and optimizing the processes for manufacturing existing ones.  There is a lot of chemistry and biology that is involved with the production of medications and I hope to be able to use this real-world knowledge to help you understand some of life’s more complex interactions.  Understanding these concepts can provide the basis for your own careers.  This act of discovery can be a difficult adventure as there are many tough concepts to learn, but be assured that I am a resource for you at every step of the way.  This is not a passive process though!  Be aware that you need to be involved and invested in this activity too.  You will achieve satisfactory results by learning the material and engaging the assignments.  On the contrary, if you prevent others from learning, the consequences will be swift and hard for I am not tolerant of someone threatening an innocent person’s opportunity for improvement.

I expect that you have read and understand your student handbook for the rules of conduct, honesty, attendance, dress and otherwise, but be advised that the science classroom has some individual rules that need to be re-emphasized.  Keep in mind that although these rules may seem cumbersome, they are for your benefit.  The most important one’s are, and be advised that none of these rules negate or supercede any rule from the handbook:

· NO EATING – there are, will, and have been some toxic chemicals in this room and while we take every precaution to clean and minimize your exposure, it makes little sense to risk ingestion by drinking or eating in this classroom, even gum.  Since I am educated about the safety of chemicals and will be lecturing for the bulk of the class, please forgive me having an occasional glass of water, but do not infer from this that you can bring drinks other than the approved water bottles to class when safe to do so.

· DRESS - above and beyond the rules stated in the handbook, there will be times when the dress for the science classroom requires a higher level of safety than which normal school wear permits.  This level of safety will be determined by my opinion of what is safe as there are too many permutations and situations to go into each individually here.  The general rule is that if you have any pause to think that what you are wearing is inappropriate, then it probably is.  All attempts to maximize your safety will be attempted, but if a sufficient level of safety cannot be achieved then you will have to miss the class and make it up if possible.  If you openly defy this and any other rule of basic safety, then disciplinary action will need to be taken.

· TECHNOLOGY - except on certain occasions when required for a project or an academic purpose, technology (cd players, gameboys, cell phones, pagers, laser pointers, etc.) is to be left at home.  My use of a laser pointer during the class has a clear academic function, if you are student teaching then you can use it, otherwise do not bring them to class.  Any offending electronics will be confiscated and returned at the appropriate time.

· CONDUCT – because of the cumulative nature of science education, where one concept is built and based on the understanding of the previous ones, it is essential that your conduct not threaten or disturb this process.  There will be logical consequences to any and every infraction ranging from reprimand to expulsion, but be advised that I have no patience for intolerance and hate and that my decisions are not open for debate during class.  Keep in mind that I am not here to punish you, but rather to teach you, help you learn, and prepare you for college and the professional world.  If you follow the basic rules, then there will not be any problem.   Honest mistakes are expected and understood, but you must always act with respect and integrity or deal with the consequences.

· PREPARATION AND MISSED CLASSES – I expect you to come to class each day well rested and prepared with all of the requirements for class that day (notebook, writing instrument, assignments, etc.)  There is ample time between classes to gather all the required material.  All assignments are due at the start of class, if you do not have the material regardless if it is completed, it will be marked late when passed in and your grade will reflect that.  It is your responsibility for you to get and make-up missed assignments as well as prepare for taking tests on their scheduled days.  Missed assignments with legitimate excuses will not be penalized given that they are turned in within the guidelines set forth in the student handbook.  If you are out of school for an extended period of time, please have a friend pick up the assignments and take notes with the expectation that you will be copying them.  You can also have a parent or guardian call and arrange for the work to be picked up for you and I encourage you to do so.

As of now, I will be available for help during the last block of the school day as well as directed study.  If you need extra time after school, then that can happily be arranged as well.  There are many resources around you that can help you learn, I am one of them and I encourage you to use them all to their fullest benefit.

In the past, it has been useful to use photography and other images in class for teaching, review, and as an activity.  WGBH has even incorporated some classroom footage for broadcast while visiting the high school and I would like to request guardian approval or abstention for this type of exercise.  Please have them review this letter and indicate their position by signing and returning the last page.

Mastering the subjects of the sciences can open a world of professional opportunities for you from medicine to engineering, and a myriad of other jobs in between.  Chemistry, physics, math, and biology are all around us and the better we understand them and how they interact with us, the better our lives can be both physically and financially.

Sincerely,
Mr. Borghesani
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I received a copy and have had these rules and expectations read to me.  My  signature below indicates that I understand them as well as the handbook and will do my best to abide by them.

Student signature





date

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Should the need arise, please indicate your position regarding recording your child’s class on videotape by filling in his/her name on the corresponding line below and signing your name, thanks.  This is simply pro forma and all likenesses will be destroyed/erased after their purpose is served:

I give my permission as guardian for



to be recorded as part of Mr. Borghesani’s science class.

I do not give my permission as guardian for



to be recorded as part of Mr. Borghesani’s science class

Parent/Guardian Signature





date

Thank you and if you ever have any questions or concerns, feel free to call me through the high school switchboard or leave a message on extension 340.  It is best to email me at mborghes@ipswichschools.org as the voicemail system does not notify me of pending messages.

Best regards,

Mr. Borghesani



