To whom it may concern:

As a teacher, my primary concern is that my students learn the material that I shepherd them to.  There are many styles, ways and methods to aid this process and recent research has shown that parent/guardian involvement can be a crucial component in knowledge acquisition.  Research has also shown that students gain mastery over concepts when they teach the concepts to their peers. The knowledge is strengthened and expanded by the interaction and this paradigm has been termed “cooperative learning” for students literally cooperate in the academic process.  

I have high expectations for all of my students and try constantly to guide them to new material as well as provide them with avenues to “show their stuff” and feel proud of their accomplishments. I also recognize that it is impossible to be at your best every day and that testing requires special sensitivity to protect self-esteem and confidence. Bearing this in mind and acknowledging that there are more styles of learning than the teaching styles of one teacher, I constantly search for ways to engage my students and connect them with the curriculum, especially those who I have not reached through previous attempts.  In an effort to service those students who demonstrate that they require more than I can give them, I offer them a chance to redress performances that do not correctly answer my questions and demonstrate their knowledge.  In a marriage between the two educational concepts of parent/guardian involvement and cooperative learning, I offer the following solution.  At the option of any student that does not achieve at least a 70% grade on any test*, they have the option of teaching the material to their parent or guardian and giving them the same assessment.  The student must not show the questions to the parent/guardian and cannot use it as a teaching tool prior to taking the test.  This can only work if the adults limit their responses to information that comes from the student.  The student can use the test as a guide for what to teach the adult but must not show the questions directly to the adult and I counsel the adult not to answer any question that they have been coached on or given the answer to without adequate explanation.  To make sure that this paradigm assesses the knowledge of the student rather than their parental/guardian figures, I ask that the person taking the test restrict their answers to only the content that they have learned from or has been expressed by their child.  Let me point out that filling in the gaps on the test with previous knowledge will not help the student on the cumulative final.  The assessment will be graded and then averaged with the student’s test score.  Your signature on the test indicates your acceptance of these rules and indicates that you have followed them.  No test will be graded without a signature and a daytime phone number where you can be reached and have your efforts verified.  Please keep a copy of this for yourself and return a copy to me for my records should you utilize this process

Best regards,












Mr. Matt Borghesani





Reference signature(s)

978-356-3137 x 243

*finals, quizzes, and tests that are received back to me within ten days of the date the final test, regardless of what day that falls on are not eligible for amendment.  The distraction from the final test would negate any gains from an averaged previous poor grade.

