	MONTH
SEPT.

OCT.


	UNIT OF STUDY
“ALL ABOUT ME”

FAMILIES

NAMES

Classroom rules/routines

Listening skills

Focus genre: poetry

non-fiction autobiography

FALL

APPLES AND LEAVES
Focus genre:

Non-fiction

Poetry/rhyme

Labeling

finger plays

	FOCUS STRATEGIES
EXCITEMENT FOR BOOKS!

We are all readers

We love books
Oral language
*How to be part of a group

*How to be a good listener

*Vocabulary growth

*Rules for group interactions

 conversational rules

following spoken directions
*How to handle books

*Getting to know classroom library and good reading spots
Phonemic/phonological awareness

*Introduce rhyming

*Tapping out syllables of names

*Recognize own name

Book awareness

*Identify front and back

*Introduce title, author, and illustrator roles

*Print awareness (meaning)
CONTRIBUTE IDEAS TO A DISCUSSION

Oral language
*Asking questions

*Staying on topic

*Verbally interpret pictures in books

*Response to stories

*Listening for information

*Brainstorm lists

Phonemic awareness

*beginning sounds
Book awareness
*Understanding of concept that print and pictures contain a message

Comprehension/composition
*Pictorial self-expression

*Comparison graphing (top to bottom)


	WORD STUDY
EXPOSURE to
*Songs, finger plays, poems

*Interactive charts
*rhyme/rhythm
Through literature, songs, finger plays, poems

*parts of a book (terminology)
*parts of a name (especially the first letter)
*Dictated facts

*Identify/print first letter of name

*Classroom print

(Signs, charts, calendar)

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
*Exposure to new 
vocabulary

*Expansion of existing vocabulary

*Descriptive vocabulary (comparison of attributes)

*Labeling

*Associate words with pictures

*Songs, finger plays, poems


	ASSESSMENT / BENCHMARKS
STUDENTS WILL: 

 *learn peer names
 *create individual pages for class book

 *bring various reading materials from home

 *show interest in books (enjoy listening to stories 
and being read to)
*be observed pretending to read books

 *be observed demonstrating correct  usage & handling of books
 *respond to signs and charts 
*demonstrate awareness of classroom job chart and responsibilities

*demonstrate sharing and turn-taking

STUDENTS WILL:

*be observed using eye contact and proper volume
*be observed asking questions

*create a classroom “label book”
 *use new vocabulary when speaking

 *handle books confidently, being able to identify title and cover

*put thoughts on paper using pictures/scribbles

*demonstrate understanding by way of basic, two-sided graph


	NOV.
	PUMPKINS

THANKSGIVING

FAMILIES

TRADITIONS

Focus genre:

Non-fiction/ autobiography
Poetry

Picture books


	PERSONAL NARRATIVE
Creating stories
Oral language
Differences:

*Listening to take a turn

*Identify cultural and personal 
*Foster appreciation and respect for these differences
*Verbal explanation of feelings

Phonemic/phonological awareness

*Beginning sound of individual names

*Recognize own name
Book awareness
*Enjoyment of re-telling a familiar story through role-playing or verbally
(sequencing and comprehension)

Comprehension
*Use of pictures to predict

*Linking prior knowledge
*Make connections (text to self)


	PERSONAL STORIES
Exposure to 
*Dictated stories

*re-telling
*Songs

*Finger plays
*Poems

*Well-chosen literature

*New vocabulary

(exploration of actual pumpkin)

*Comparison terms


	STUDENTS WILL:

*assemble pumpkin sequence strip

*participate in “listen for the clue” (phoneme recognition game)
*paint pumpkins with attributes

*FOR THE LOVE OF FAMILY

” classroom party

*play the “Feelings and Faces” game

*create family placemats
*demonstrate understanding that pictures tell a story as well as words
(sharing of actual photographs)

*help create a class phone book



	DEC.
	HOLIDAYS

FAMILIES

TRADITIONS

Focus genre:

Poetry/rhyme
Picture books

Non-fiction

Cultural tales/folk tales
	CULTURAL AND FAMILIAL DIFFERENCES

Oral language
*Identify similarities and differences

*Different languages-
Finger plays and songs

*Different celebrations

*Use of well- chosen children’s literature

*Describe objects in general/specific language
Phonemic/phonological awareness

*names/words are comprised of letters

Book/Print awareness
*differentiation between pictures and print

*Identify front and back of book
*Use of literacy terminology

*Print contains message

comprehension
*Make connections (text to world)
*Cultural games and celebrations-
*Parental presentations

	“PICTURE OF THE WEEK”

*descriptive vocabulary

*comparative terms

*songs

*finger plays
*poems

*well-chose literature

*making connections/comparisons

*recall details

*sequence events


	STUDENTS WILL:
*observe demo and practice with dreydle game (Dr. Cooper)

*use different media equipment to listen and view
*respond to questions and requests for information  *demonstrate self-expression through drawing

 *enjoy classroom holiday party with families



	JAN.
	WINTER

JAN BRETT
SNOWMEN

Focus genre:

Cultural tales/folktales

Fiction

Non-fiction

Picture books


	PREDICTABLE BOOKS

Author study
Seasonal focus

Oral language

*Descriptive vocabulary
*Response to questions and requests

*Follows basic familiar directions

*Verbal description

Phonemic/Phonological awareness
*Compound words

*Letter recognition

Book awareness
*Identify title, author, front, and back of book

Comprehension/composition
*Linking prior knowledge

*Prediction

*Sequencing

*Graphing choices

*Text-to-text connections


	“WORD OF THE WEEK”

selected 3-4 letter words
*seasonal vocabulary

*comparison vocabulary

*print vocabulary
(read, word, write, letter)

*letters
*letter awareness and recognition
*letter match

*sequence
*reading left to right
*use of pictures to create seasonal compound words

	STUDENTS WILL:

(“BUILD-A-WORD”
center)
*be observed using new vocabulary
*demonstrate letter matching skills

*demonstrate sequencing skills
 *be observed using correct print terminology
 *create compound words by pushing together two independent pictures (such as snow……….ball = snowball)

*practice initial letter of their name or whole name during finger swirling activity

*graph choices

	FEB.
	BEARS

Focus genre:

Non-fiction

Fiction


	RHYMING
SEQUENCING & RETELLING
Oral language

*Listening for information
*Sequential story telling

*Vocabulary development

*Listening to take a turn and complete a task
*Speaking to contribute to a game

*speaking to enter a play situation

Phonemic awareness
*Awareness of rhyme/rhythm

*rhyming pairs

*generating a rhyming/silly word
Concepts of print/book awareness
*parts of a book

*print carries a message

Comprehension/composition
*identifying pretend and real
* pictorial sequencing (beginning, middle, end)


	“WORD OF THE WEEK”
*letters

*letter match
*sequence

*reading left to right
*print vocabulary
(read, word, write, letter)

*sorting/matching rhyming pictures
*identify rhyming objects/pairs

*practice with rhyming songs, finger plays, poems

*completing a sentence (rhyming chant)
	STUDENTS WILL:

*students will participate in a bear walk (rhyming word stepping stones)

*create rhyming picture headbands

*participate in berry patch activity (sorting rhyming pictures)

*sequence bear info using prior knowledge of seasons and pictures

*create class book adapted from “Brown Bear, Brown Bear” (sequencing)

*participate in, and enjoy the class “Teddy Bear Picnic”

	MAR.
	NURSERY RHYMES

Focus genre:

Poetry
Nursery rhymes

Cultural tales

Folk tales

Myths and trickster

Tales


	RHYMING/RHYTHM
Oral language:
*Active listening
*Addition of details to make an idea clearer

*Differentiate between fiction and non-fiction

*Auditory discrimination

*Differentiation (pretend and real)
Phonemic awareness:

*Response to rhythm and rhyme

*Individual phonemes and 

*Letters

*Awareness of rhyming words/families

Book awareness
*Compare different versions of same literature

Comprehension / Composition:

*Sequence events of a story through pictures

*Dictate story to adult

*Draw pictures based on story read

Illustrate own story

Role-playing

Movement


	STORY STRUCTURE
Exposure/reinforcement

 To:
*vocabulary (modifier words)
*rhyme/rhythm
*rhyming word pairs

*individual phonemes
*individual letters
*parts of a book (terminology)

*story sequencing- beginning, middle, end, using strip format as well as book format

	STUDENTS WILL:

*Tap out rhythm using rhythm sticks
 *demonstrate ability to recognize individual phonemes (“Little Jack Horner” class book)

*identify first letter of their name while jumping over “Jack Be Nimble’s” candlestick (group participation)
*dictate story ending to teacher, followed by own illustrations based on story

*demonstrate beginning, middle and end of story using pictures

	APRIL
	PONDS/FROGS

Focus genre:

Non-fiction

Fiction

Picture books

Poetry

labeling
	INFORMATION FROM LITERATURE, MEDIA, PICTURES, SPOKEN LANGUAGE
Oral language

*Listening for information

*Contribute ideas to a discussion
*Conversational turn-taking

*Brainstorm lists

*Use complete sentences

*Understanding of questions/statements

*Describe objects and changes using descriptive vocabulary
Phonemic awareness

*Attend to initial sound and letter in a word or name

Book/print awareness

*Print tells story/info

Comprehension/composition

*Sequencing
*Re-telling (beginning, middle, end)

*Connections to background knowledge

*Prediction
*Categorization

	“WORD OF THE WEEK”
*letters

 *sequence

*letter awareness and recognition
*letter match
*print vocabulary/word parts (read, word, write, letter)

*reading left to right
*recognition of individual phonemes
*labeling


	STUDENTS WILL:

*verbally offer ideas/information for teacher created list

*create pictorial sequence strip of wood frog life cycle

*build selected words while in the “build-a-word” center

*demonstrate understanding of the word/picture connection through participation in creating our class book (label book)
*participate in “listen for the clue” (phoneme recognition game)

*categorize pond creatures as to how they move, using our large pond rug

	MAY

JUNE
	SPRING

END OF SCHOOL

(Friendships)

focus genre:

autobiography


	PERSONAL NARRATIVE

CREATING STORIES

Peer names

Oral language

*Completing a sentence
*Contribute ideas to a discussion describing events in photographs

*Appreciation and respect of differences
*personally meaningful and relevant vocabulary development
Phonemic awareness

*Sound discrimination

*Matching phonemes -initial sounds 

Book awareness:
*Reinforced understanding of author role

*Parts of a book

*Left-to-right directionality

*“meaning of print” awareness

Comprehension/composition

*Pictorial self-expression

*Linking prior knowledge

*Recognition of peer names

*Associating text and pictures

*Illustrate own story

*Dictate story/labels to adult

*Print first name so that it can be identified (written communication)

	“CREATE-A-BOOK” CENTER

*letter match

*Identifying letters
*Sequencing a story

*print vocabulary

(read, word, write, letter)
*songs, finger-plays, poems

NAME PLAY

*parts of a name (especially the first letter)

*practice with left-to-right directionality

*identification strategies such as first letter and length of name

	STUDENTS WILL:

*dictate story/ideas to teacher, followed by own illustrations based on story

*practice printing letters/names utilizing a variety of media
*participate in “listen for the clue” (phoneme recognition game)

*create class year book

*participate, along with families, in the “end-of-year” graduation and presentation




PRE-K LANGUAGE ARTS TRAJECTORY


4-5 YEAR OLD STUDENTS


DOYON SCHOOL








