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The Ipswich Integrated Preschool program is a developmental program.  This means the materials and teaching style vary in consideration of the ages and individual differences of the children.  Our goal is to develop close ties and on-going communication between families and school.

The Ipswich Integrated Preschool program incorporates play/socialization, as well as skill and concept reinforcement through a multidisciplinary, thematic approach.  We use concrete materials, which allow the children to see relationships and how things are connected.

The P.M. session of preschool will be having lunch at school.  They will bring their lunch, and we provide milk (choice of white or chocolate).  We will sit down for lunch as a group, shortly after arriving.  Please pack lunches, which do not require refrigeration or a microwave.  Sandwiches, as well as yogurt, or maybe soup in a thermos have been popular choices in the past.  Mealtime (as well as snack time for the A.M. session) is a great opportunity for communication, vocabulary expansion, turn-taking in conversation, self help skills and classroom jobs.  It helps strengthen and reinforce social manners and communication skills (voice volume, listening skills, appropriate speech/language patterns, social behaviors, etc.).  It is a great social atmosphere where children can share ideas or stories, communicate feelings, and understand differences.  The A.M. session will be having a daily snack together, which we provide.  Your children will learn turn taking, consideration of others, and sharing.  The adults will model appropriate social skills, polite responses and phrases, etc.

Initially, we will be getting to know each other.  I also love to begin each year watching Monarch caterpillars grow, change, and emerge as beautiful Monarch butterflies.  Children explore by sensory scanning- fingering, handling, observing, experiencing, etc.  Exploration is fascination and motivation.  It is meaningful and relevant.  It is an on-going discovery of new things, information we did not know, places we have not been, and relations we have not been aware of.  Although the children will probably not be able to say “metamorphosis”, they will be observing, and experiencing it.  Our Monarch caterpillars will continue to grow, and then make a “house” to sleep in.  The house (chrysalis) is green, but will be changing.  The children will be coming in every day and checking to see if the caterpillars are still sleeping.  We will be exploring many books, songs, activities, etc.  When our butterflies emerge, we will be letting them go outside and discussing what they need to survive and where they will go. 

Every child is encouraged to do at least one thematic art activity.  Many additional activities are also offered as choices.  Different children will come home with more art activities than others.  Every child’s areas of interest are individual.  Developmentally appropriate curriculum is implemented with attention to different needs, interests, and developmental levels of the children.  Each child’s art involves individual personality, exposures, and experiences.  Each child grows at their own pace, and can find his/her own personal joy and growth through art.

Music is used both independently, and as a background for an activity.  Children learn through rhythm, rhyming and repetition; they find music fun and motivating.  We will be learning many songs and poems with our units, as well as our “hello” and “good-bye” songs, etc.  The Ipswich Integrated Preschool program offers a specialized music class once a week with our music instructor- this involves music and movement- the children love this!

Both classes will be having “library”.  This will take place in the library.  The children will listen to well-chosen stories, and complete an activity.  The students LOVE becoming familiar with the library.  Research has shown us how important it is to expose children at an early age.

Through play children learn to know themselves and begin to learn how to work out relationships with others.  There is a lot of give and take, as well as the opportunity for flexibility and imaginative change.  Children learn to initiate play and socialization (sharing, turn-taking, problem solving).  They develop spontaneity and improvisation.

Within the preschool program, equipment and materials are provided, as well as enough time.  The environment is structured by establishing some well thought out rules, and re-direction and facilitation is given where needed.  The play process itself is not structured.  Children learn socialization.  Social development and refinement take time and practice.

Many families are beginning to resume busy schedules of work, school, and other activities.  Many parents are now trying to make the most of their time with their children.  Reading some well-chosen books together can help both of you to relax, while boosting your child’s confidence.  Children need security and reassurance that the world is a comfortable and pleasant place to be.  Sharing books is a great way to do this.   Let your child tell you the story as you both look at the book or your child may simply prefer to be read to.

September is a time during which your child will be making new friends, and getting re-acquainted with some old friends.  They will be learning the classroom routine, etc.  Many children will be, understandably, tired.  September is a month of adjustment.  Separation is a gradual process.  Expect your child to accomplish his/her ability to separate throughout the first month or so.  Individual difficulties/concerns that may linger into the second month can be discussed with the preschool team.  Not every child is ready for preschool.  Often times a child benefits from some steps prior to preschool.  Research has shown that initial separation and adjustment to change is often best done utilizing a shorter time away from mom and dad initially.  Therefore, the A.M. class only, will begin the first week with a shorter schedule.  September 8- September 11, the hours for the A.M. preschool class will be 8:55-10:30.  The full schedule will begin on September 15th with normal program hours of 8:55-11:25.  With your support we look forward to a smooth transition.  Thank you for your confidence and support. 

Sincerely,

Paula Curcio
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